
 
 

Examples of Programs and Projects in New York that Would Benefit from  

H.R. 4914, the Coastal Jobs Creation Act of 2010 
 

The Coastal Jobs Creation Act of 2010 (H.R. 4914) is new legislation that creates jobs for fishermen and coastal 

communities as fish populations rebuild. The following are examples of key programs in New York that could benefit 

from H.R. 4914: 

 

New York Fishermen Engaged in Cooperative Research  

The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), through the Northeast Fisheries Science Center, funds cooperative 

research that employs commercial trawl fishermen from Northeast ports, including Montauk, to improve fisheries data and 

monitoring techniques.  For the 2010 fishing season, NMFS funded commercial trawl fishermen to gather data on winter 

flounder, dogfish and skate populations, gear efficiency, statistics on capture of non-target ocean wildlife (bycatch), and 

monitoring techniques.
1
 New York’s experience with cooperative research improves the likelihood of securing 

competitive grant funding
2
 through H.R. 4914, providing New York fishermen with employment opportunities.  

 

New York Sea Grant Fisheries Research 

The New York Sea Grant Program is a cooperative effort of the State University of New York (SUNY) and Cornell 

University 
3
 that offers competitive grants to partner organizations to improve fisheries science. In 2007- 2008, New York 

Sea Grant funded research that examined winter flounder stocks, worked with recreational fishermen to gather better data 

on recreational fishing on Lake Ontario, and identified the causes and potential mitigation measures for Viral 

Hemorrhagic Septicemia (VHS), a disease that threatens New York’s Great Lakes fisheries.
4
  These projects fund local 

universities and organizations to improve fisheries data and solve some of the key issues facing New York’s coastal and 

Great Lakes commercial and recreational fisheries.  

 

New York Urban Waterfront Program 
The Hudson River Estuary Program is designed to protect and improve the natural and scenic Hudson River Watershed. 

The program has awarded 300 grants to local municipalities and partner organizations for conservation, education and 

river access.  To date, the program has trained more than 3,000 community leaders to achieve local conservation goals and 

has revitalized community waterfronts, including capital improvements to public docks, piers and boat launches.
5
 This 

type of program would be eligible for funding under the Coastal Jobs Creation Act.   

 

Fisheries Habitat Restoration 

The Hudson River National Estuarine Research Reserve is part of a national network of estuarine reserves eligible for 

funding under H.R. 4914 that support restoration and research of critical habitats, including nurseries for coastal fisheries. 

The Hudson River Reserve includes 5,000 acres of tidal wetlands and offers a research grant program to support scientific 

studies that will lead to a better understanding of the ecological processes and functions of this critical fish habitat.
6
  

 

 

For more information, please contact: 

Lee Crockett, Director of Federal Fisheries Policy, Pew Environment Group, (202) 552-2065, lcrockett@pewtrusts.org.  

Please also visit our website for more resources at www.endoverfishing.org  

 

mailto:lcrockett@pewtrusts.org
http://www.endoverfishing.org/
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