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Examples of Programs and Projects in Oregon that would benefit from
H.R. 4914, the Coastal Jobs Creation Act of 2010

The Coastal Jobs Creation Act of 2010 (H.R. 4914) is new legislation that will create jobs for fishermen and
coastal communities as fish populations rebuild. The following are examples of key programs in Oregon that
could benefit from H.R. 4914:

Oregon Marine Debris Prevention and Removal Opportunities

Through the NOAA Marine Debris Prevention and Removal Program, the Coastal Jobs Creation Act would
authorize funding to support marine debris removal projects for Oregon’s coastal communities. These projects
often involve fishermen and their vessels. For example, in 2009, the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife
used American Recovery and Reinvestment Act funding to employ Oregon off-season fishermen to remove
derelict (i.e., lost or abandoned) crab pots and other fishing gear along the Oregon coast. Nearly 90 percent of
the funds were used for projects that created or maintained 48 jobs. Of those, 31 were targeted for commercial
fishermen impacted by the national economic downturn.*

Oregon State University Cooperative Research Grants

Oregon Sea Grant supports a wide range of coastal/marine research involving fishermen and coastal
communities® that will be eligible for funding under H.R. 4914. For example, in an effort to help restore the
Pacific Northwest groundfish fisheries, Sea Grant is paying fishermen in Port Orford up to $1,000 a day for
scientific charters to release pregnant rockfish® to assess the viability of this restoration approach.

Oregon Urban Waterfront Opportunities

The Coastal Jobs Creation Act would authorize direct funding for waterfront restoration efforts, such as the
coastal waterfront and renovation programs that are supported through the Oregon Coastal Management
Program (OCMP).* For instance, in 2005, the City of Astoria was awarded a grant through the OCMP for
coastal waterfront restoration.” Astoria used this grant and additional assistance to create a 4 mile river walk,
which has led to resurgence in the economy of this small coastal community.®

Oregon Habitat Restoration Grants

The Coastal Jobs Creation Act authorizes funds for restoring fish and marine mammal habitats. The Oregon
Watershed Enhancement Board would be eligible to receive this funding to support its efforts to improve rivers,
lakes, streams, wetlands, and fish and wildlife habitat. These programs contribute to the Oregon Plan for
Salmon and Watersheds and the Oregon Conservation Strategy.’

For more information, please contact:
Lee Crockett, Director of Federal Fisheries Policy, Pew Environment Group, (202) 552-2065,
Icrockett@pewtrusts.org. Please also visit our website for more resources at www.endoverfishing.org
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? http://seagrant.oregonstate.edu/funding/index.html - Oregon Sea Grant — What is a Sea Grant?

® Oregon Sea Grant, Fishermen monitor pregnant fish to aid conservation:
http://seagrant.oregonstate.edu/makingadifference/stories/HeppelISoA.html

* This fact was confirmed by a representative within the grant office for the Oregon Coastal Management Program. The office contact
number is (503)-373-0050
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® NOAA, Proceedings of Coastal Zone 07, Portland, Oregon:
http://www.csc.noaa.gov/cz/2007/Coastal_Zone 07 Proceedings/PDFs/Thursday Abstracts/3106.Wall.pdf
" The Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board -
http://www.oregon.gov/OWEB/GRANTS/grant_applications_main.shtml#Eligible_Grant_Projects
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